Central institute of Higher Tibetan studies, Sarnath:
Sharing Responsibilitieamid the Global Pandemic

The role of a university is more than imparting mere higher educatidhe society a
university is also responsible for taking care of the larger humanity. Central Instilitghef
TibetanStudies, Sarnath, Varanasi understands its role and responsibility to help the needy
with all its capacity. Thdnstitute has always been at the waard to promote the social
responsibility activities likehe Tsunami Relferaisingthe KeralaRelief Fund, distribution of
clothes and food to the poor villagers in the nearby vicinity ofrtbtute plantation of trees
etc Since the outbreak of the global pandemic COXDthe Institute hasadopted various
preemptive measuremeartb curb the impactfathe vicious and fatal virus even befdte
Government of India declared a complete lockdowhe Institute implemented all the
precautionary guidelines tiie Ministry of Culture, UGC, MoHFW, Ayushtthe Government
of Indiaand with the help of its medical wing So\Ragpa successfully controlled the reach of

thefatal virus on its campus.

Since the Covid-19 virusis very new and people do not know enough abquhé&need to
sensitizehe studentand communitys urgent.Under the aegis of theé o n 6Micé-@hancellor
Professor Ngawang Samten, thmstitute avidly conducted an awareness drive in time to
disseminate the right knowledge about the nature, effectaffiedtive remedies against



COVID-19. Heconducted personal awareness meetings with small groups of students and staff
members to spread awareness and debunk the myths and rumours regasdihgbéh
pandemic.Series of awareness campaigngintaining social distancingre held on the
campus Awareness illustrativgposters have been pastedtla¢ entrance of every office
building, andflyershave been distributed to the students and staff. Social media platiegms

alsobeingused to provide filtered and authentic informationhte students and staff of the

Institute

Writing a New Rhetoric of Humanitarian Venture

The sudden outbreak of the Coviifl virus forced th&overnmentso declare global lockdown

and India, at a very early stage, implemented it successfully. But the lockdown posed the
problem of livelihood for those poor villagers and farmers whose work was intensely affected
by the lockdown. These were the poor villagevho turned out to be the victims of the
catastrophic event at a larger scalee agony and the pain of these workaard villagers were
immediately felt bya responsible institute lik€IHTS, and its ViceChancellor quickly acted

to ease the misery dfi¢ villagers near and around the campus.



Understanding the role of the university towards social welfare and responsibdiiral
Institute ofHigher TibetanStudies Sarnathraised a handsome donation contributedHsy
faculty membersofficials, the saff andthe studentsTheVice Chancellogs office arranged to
prepare the ks consistingof items of sustenance asdnitizationand distributed all thesetki

to the poor illagersof Paterwan, BuserandDhaniyalpur, Baripurand Sarnathvillages on
19th April 2020 and 10 & 1%t May 2020 respectively Some of the faculty members have
distributed rations to nearltigreevillagesand other places including thekshawpullers On
15" May, agroup of members of the Institute went to distribute food, wietwearfor the
migrantworkerson the highway to Bihar, which is aritical problem across the natidaring

the crisis




Servingthe Nation in Every Possible Way

Thelnstitutefollowed all the essential guidelinssuedoy theGovernment of IndiaDeeming
safety asa primaryaim, only the most essential servica®being carriecdut, andonly a few
administrative officegreoccasionallyfunctional during the lockdown. During this turbulent
ti me, t Wee-GHanceliofsIregularly attending his office to look after the welfare of
the students and the residential staff as well as maingaaicommunication bridge between
the Government of India and various othenganisationsFollowing the clarion call of the
H o n 6FrimeMinister of India Shri Narendra Modiall the employees of thiastitutewere
paid fulkFmonth salary. The office ofite  H o\ficé-GHarecelloiis in regular contact not only
with the residents of the campus but also with thenesidential staff and faculty members.

The global pandemic COVH29 is not onlya social problembut it also trouble the whole
world with economicdeficiency.The world, after the outbreak of this pandemic, is never the
same agairOn the appedahe Rime Minister of India ShriNarendra Modi, a nationwide PM
CaresFund was foundedJnderstandingts responsibility, Central Institute bligher Tibetan
Studies, Sarnath, Varanasi also contributed the amount of five lakh roplésging it from

one day salaryof all its employees.
The Timely Precautionary Measurements

Taking the precautionary and safety measat¢he verypeginningof theCovid-19 pandemi¢
CIHTS very actively banned the use of the lifts in all of its buildipgsvidedsanitisergor
all its student, faculty members and staff. Every buildihthe campus and staff colomas
adequatelysaniised and handsanitisersvere kept in all the buildingsncluding the hostels



and the entrance of tHastitute The weltlguarded gate of thimstitute also ensurgproper

surveillance for the safety of its students and staff.

Since thdnstituteis constructing various new buildings andeay modern and technologically
equippedSova- Rigpa hospitals also under constructipthe safety of the labourers was of
utmost importance for th¥ice-Chancellorof the Institute Taking various pgcautionary
measures he and his team assureds#wirity and the comfortable stay for the migrant
labourersand the construction workers on the sithe contractors of the constructiarere
given the instructions to ensure that the labsuare taken ca of by providingration and
giving assurancthat their wages during the periodlafckdownperiod would be protected.
Students and staff kept visiting thea b o ulaewithii® the campus to extend their help

throughthedistribution of food and money.



